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her Council. With one accord they advised opposition, and,
as the crisis developed and Elisabeth's friendliness waned,
revealed a hostility to Mary gravely significant for the future,

Elizabeth sent Throckmorton to Scotland to oppose the
match. He was to offer her consent to a marriage with the Prince
of Conde or any English subject except Darnley: she would,
however, be prepared to face the risk of declaring her successor
only in the event of marriage with Leicester. It was a hopeless
mission. Free from the wise restraint of Maitland, during his
absence in England, Mary was being led by a precious pair of
kresponsibles, Darnley and a favourite secretary of hers, the
musician David Eiccio, who had become bosom friends and
bedfellows. Maitland was only sorry that Throckmorton dl$-
not carry with him a threat of war to bring her to her senses. The
day that the English envoy reached the Court at Stirling, Darn-
ley was created Earl of Ross? a title that he accepted without
Elizabeth's consent, swearing fealty with no reservation of his
English allegiance. It was intolerable insolence, an act of defi-
ance. Lady Lennox was sent to the Tower, Lennox and Darnley
commanded on their allegiance to return to England. In vain.
On 29 July 1565 Darnley married the Queen of Scots.

Mary had defied England. More, she had committed the very
blunder that Elizabeth had come so near committing over
Robert Dudley: she had conjured up the evil spirit of faction.
Though an English subject, Darnley's family was Scottish, anJT
was embedded in the feuds of that clan-ridden country. His
father's restoration to his old title and estates had revived slum-
bering quarrels, and the Hamiltons saw their utter ruin in his
and his son's good fortune. Nor was their fear assuaged by hear-
ing that Darnley had boasted he would knock the Duke's pate
for him! Murray, too, believed that Ms influence and wealth
were jeopardized, and again Darnley was a fool, blurting out,
when shown a map on which Murray's lands were marked, that
they were too many. As for Knos and his fellows; it was enough
for them that the Lennox family was the hope of the Catholic
party la England. They stood four square to resist an attack
upon their godly edifice, and were not beguiled by Darnley^